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some grace to ask: and all were patiently listened to.
None were repulsed, and the time it was supposed had
been given to billets-doux, was really spent in writing
letters in the service of these unlucky people.              ^

" I cannot tell yon how surprised I was to discover, not
only the pleasure a woman so young, and so dissipated,
took in these good actions, but also how quietly and un-
ostentatiously she performed them. From this time, I
have only looked upon her with respect; and all her faults
are effaced in my eyes. So soon as my observations were
turned in this direction, I discovered a thousand things
to the advantage of these women, whom at first I thought
insufferable. ... A common remark, often roade to dis-
credit them, is that in this country the women do every-
thing, and consequently that they do much harm. But
what justifies them, is that they do wrong, urged to it by
men, and that the good they do is prompted by their
own hearts. Let us take it as we will, they pride them-
selves on their worst qualities, but they are good in their
own despite, and here this goodness is before all things
useful. In every country, business men are without
compassion; and Paris as the business centre of the
largest nation in Europe, is necessarily the place where
men's hearts are hardest. It is then to the women of
this world that the unfortunate address themselves;
they are the refuge of the unhappy, and never do they
turn a deaf ear to their complaints. They listen to
them, console them, serve them. In the midst of their
frivolous lives, they know how to keep a portion of their
time, that might be given to pleasure, for the exercise of
their natural kindness. And if some few amongst them
trade infamously on the services they render, a thousand
others make it their daily occupation to help the poor
from their purses, and the oppressed by their credit.
True, it may be said, their good actions are not always
discreetly done; and that they are ready to serve the
unfortunate people they know, at the expense of other
unfortunate people whom they do not chance to havec.    In short, all had                    14wife than Jean Jacques was to The'rese.e case of the Yenetian child, but he is notThe New Spirit, by Havelock Ellis.)
